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University of New Haven,
becoming the second group 1
parficipate in the Charging
Ahead program and jumpstart
their college careers. :

The 20 WHHS juniors and
seniors begon taking one dlass
each this month at no charge
and will siill take a full or near-

joke o more rigorous class, as
i P |
well as sample the academic

sources and student acivities

@

e

of o college campus.

“I¥s o great opporunity, and
'm honered to be o part of i
said Kaoussaur Rohmon, «
WHHS senior looking fo major
in cellular and molecular biolo-
gy in college. “My main motiva-
fion wos to get college credit

and save money for my family.

Instead of doing iniroductory

courses when | get to coliege, |
| n

i

con take one now and then go

ing named
ofier the UNH Chaorgers mascol,
is one aspect of an exponded
portnership  onncunced  last
spring between the West Haven
school district and UNH. The

other major component is the

Charge into the Future initiative, -

which allows West Haven High
School graduates to receive

haolf-tuition scholarships if they
are accepted to ond offend
UNH s fulltime undergradu-
cles,

WHHS no#

fied oll students
who were eligible for Charging
Ahead and collected applica-
tions from those who were infer-
ested, according to WHHS
school  counselor  Holly
Benedetti, who helps oversee
the program. Students qualified

based on grades and atten--

dance records and met with ¢
UNH admissions representative.

of infroductory closses on

such os criminal justice, world
history, economics, humon com-
munications and  sociology. |
They can drive themselves to the
UNH zampus offer their classes
end ot WHHS, or take o school.
bus.

Since the Charging Ahead
program is still new, those
involved are continuing jo

Continved from page 1

improve and expand services
offered to students. For example,
Benedeti orgonized a Q8A ses-
sion last week between fall
semester paricipants and those
starting classes this month,

Al the Q&A session, WHHS
senior Mia Sumra and junior
Jakub Grubski, who took «
physics class af UNH, advised
their peers on the basics of col-
ege academics.

hey answered questions on
“everything from the online
course management ool UNH
uses, to on-campus clubs and
first-year group activities, to buy-
ing and renting iexﬂ:éooks and
joining study groups. :

" “f you take honérs dasses
here (ot WHHS), col_[fage is simi-
lar to that” Sum}‘a told this
semester's honorary Chargers.
Sumra, who took an infroductory
criminal justice course at UNH
fast serkg;ster_ ;&nd is taking
another cr_inﬁnq_i. justice class this
spring,  has already  been

accepled to UNH as an under-

&

graduate for next yeor.

Sumra said she made friends
in her class, joined the golf and
bowling clubs af UNH, and
even aitended o movie night
that was held on campus for
first-year students.

Some Charging Ahead stu-

dents have had previous experi-
ences on college compuses.
Sarch Hynn, o junior, has been
involved in a two-week program
at Yale University for the past
few suramers.

“I've always been adomant
about trying 1o get the best edu-
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cation | can possibly get” Flynn
said.

“When this opportunity to take
a doss at UNH came dlong,
Holly said 1 should apply. Iif |
didn't think | was ready, | would
have tumned it down.”

The classes might be a lot of
work, but studenis see the
Charging Ahead program as o
chance they can't pass up.

“fve been reading my old
book from my fall course. | want
to slay ahead and not fall
behind,” Sumra said, “because

this is my future career”

Phoio by Susan Misar

Filei Anuar, a WHHS senior, walks to his Caleulus Ul elass at the

University of New Haven Jan. 24. Anuar and 19 other WHHS stu-

dents are faking one course sach of UNH during the spring semes-
ter as part of the Charging Ahead program, which was developed
through o parnership between West Haven Public Schools and

UNH.

See UNH, page 2



